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justice, and liberty. Procedural due process is applicable to arrest and trial procedures. Most 
important, the Supreme Court and the Constitution place limits on police powers to ensure 
procedural due process. This includes guarantees against double jeopardy, proper arrest pro-
cedures, the right to silence (nonincrimination), the right to not be subject to unreasonable 
search and seizure, and the right to an attorney, to name a few.

Due Process and the Schuett Case
Due process is important in handling suspects in all cases, even suspects committing 

crimes as brutal as those perpetrated against Jennifer Schuett. In 2008, Dickinson police 
detective Tim Cromie and FBI special agent Richard Rennison decided to try to analyze 
evidence from the Schuett cold case given new developments in using DNA. This approach 
paid off as analysis of evidence matched a DNA sample entered into the FBI’s Combined 
DNA Index System (CODIS) system. Their suspect’s name was Dennis Earl Bradford. His 
DNA was catalogued in CODIS because several years earlier he had been convicted of 
kidnapping a woman he met in a bar in Arkansas. Bradford picked up the woman, and 
while driving her home he attacked her. He threatened to kill her, and he raped her. 
Similar to the Jennifer Schuett attack almost two 
decades before, Bradford slit the woman’s throat 
and left her for dead. Like Schuett, the victim 
survived. She was able to give authorities his 
license plate number, which led to his arrest.

Bradford was initially charged with attempted 
first-degree murder, kidnapping, and rape for 
his assault on the woman. Using prosecutorial 
discretion, prosecutors dropped the attempted 
murder charge, though the remaining charges 
proceeded to trial. At the trial, the jury found 
Bradford guilty of kidnapping, but not guilty of 
the assault (i.e., not guilty of cutting her throat) or 
the rape. He was sentenced to 12 years in prison. 
Ultimately, he served only 3 years and was then 
released. Because Bradford was incarcerated, his 
DNA was taken and catalogued in CODIS.

The CODIS match in the Schuett case meant that law enforcement was able to identify 
the suspect’s name. With that, they could compare the police sketch of Jennifer’s attacker 
that was made while Jennifer was in the hospital with Bradford’s driver’s license photo. The 
similarity was astonishing. When questioned about Schuett by law enforcement, Bradford 
admitted to his nearly deadly assault of her (at one point claiming that he thought he had 
killed her) and agreed to be returned to Texas to face the consequences of his actions. 
During this time, great care was made to ensure that none of Bradford’s constitutional 
rights were violated. He had the right to remain silent, though he opted to speak. He had 
the right to an attorney, though he decided to discuss the case and ultimately confess 
without an attorney present. Once back in Texas, he was placed in a solitary cell, where he 
was on suicide watch awaiting the next steps in this case.

DUE PROCESS AND POLICE ACTIVITIES
Due process rights related to search and seizure are based on a rich body of court rulings. 

These rulings focus on arrest, warrants, and searches and address many important interre-
lated concepts, including probable cause, reasonable suspicion, stop and frisk, racial profiling,  
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Dennis Earl Bradford’s driver’s license photo and police sketch at the time 

of the assault. How accurate was Jennifer’s description of a suspect? 

Given her young age and the trauma she experienced, how reliable was 

she as a witness immediately following the crime?
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